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THe KNIGHTLYSOLDrIER. A biography of Ma- 
jor Henry Ward Camp, by Chaplain Henry 
Clay Trumbull. New and Revised Kdition. 
PHILADELPHIA: John D. Wattles. 8 in. 

.. by 53. pp 223. ; 

It is natural to us to forget to estimate the 
price which has been paid for the blessings 
which we daily enjoy. Living in a country, 
: free, united, peaceful, prosperous, it is hard 

| to realjze that these blessings were pur- 
chased for us less than a generation gone by, 
by the best blood in America, by the bound- 

X less sacrifice of lives, every one of which was 


precious beyond expression. Dr. Trumbull, 

K _who thro the Sunday school Times exerts a 

. world wide influence, and who does a great 

IN many things better than most of us can do 

One thing, has rendered an invaluable ser- 

$§ | vice by writing this record, and now by re- 

-_Vising and re-issuing it, both because it re- 

minds the present generation of the unutter- 

able price which was paid for our blessings, 

and also because it presents before us the 

example of a pure, brave, heroic, Christian 

soul, an unblemished offering, upon a holy 
altar. 

Major Camp was one of the choice young 
men who took up arms at the call of Presi- 
dent Lincoln in behalf of Liberty and Union. 
Enlisting as second lieutenant he rose by 
bravery and merit to the rank of major. 
Taken prisoner, he escaped, was recaptured { 
undiscouraged continued his efforts to es- 
cape until at last he was exchanged. He 
rejoined his regiment before Richmond, and 
was forward in every action where duty 
called him. With his friend Chaplain 
Trumbull, he held most delightful Christian 
intercourse, and was everywhere recognized 
as a Christian. Oct. 13, 1864, side by side 
with the Chaplain, he went to the battle- 
field, and when the Chaplain left him for his 
work among the wounded and dying, the 
last words of the knightly soldier were, ‘‘I 
do trust Jesus fully, wholly.”’ Within a 
few moments, shot thro and thro, he fell 
dead. , 

The example of such a man is of inesti- 
mable value to the young and to the old. 
Happy the country which had such young 
men to lose; no less happy the country 
whose surviving young men shall emulate so 
radiant anexample. _ ; 

Dr. Trumbull has done his work with the 
skill of an accomplished author, and with 
the enthusiasm of a loving friend. 


GOD IN CHRIST. 
(By Juucy Larcom.) 


O thou far-off, eternal God, 
Within all life, beyond all thought, 
We seek thee through thy worlds abroad, 
Thy uiglore ys a trace, but find thee not. 
All forms of being thou dost fill, ; 
A strange, retreating Mystery still. 


Far off thou art, and yet most near! 
Thou comest in Christ our souls to meet— 
A Presence close and warm and dear, 
Sympathy, a Friendship sweet. 
One with ourselves in him thou art: 
Our Father, with a Brother's heart. 


The Source of all the tenderness 

‘That we have ever felt or dreamed; 
A boundless Power and Will to bless, 

Thy Life into our lives has streamed. 
We grope not through the void alone; 
Thou callest us, claimest us for thine own! 


Into thy hand thou takest ours; 
We lean our weary hearts on thine. 
Our inmost thoughts, our utmost powers 
Unfold within thy light divine; 
And in the Spirit of thy Son 
Our little lives with thine are one. 


Thy mysteries deepen and increase; 
Beyond our path we cannot see. 

Christ is our Refuge and our Peace; 7 
Through him we are at home with thee; 

In him we know theeas thou art; 

Thou lovest us witha human Heart! 


Words of praise from those who love us, ought to 
be an incentive to higher and nobler doing on our 
part. Eyen if we know that the words spoken in 
our praise are undeserved by us, and are prompted 
by the kind partiality of those who see us as better 
than our best, we should be encouraged in the thought 

| that any whom we know to be worthy can esteem us 
thus highly ; and we should be stimulated in the pur- 
pose to be as good as we have thus seemed to be. 
This thought is dws. felicitously phrased by the 
“ Autocrat of the Breakfast Table” in his recent 
poetical response to friends in New York who had 
welcomed him to their supper table : 
“Too well I know 
How Friendship pays the debt it does not owe; 
Shapes a poor semblance fondly to its mind ; 
Adds all the virtues that it fails to find; 
Adorns with graces to its heart’s content ; 
Borrows from love what nature never lent, 
Till—what with halo, jewels, gilding, paint— 
The veriest sinner deems himself a saint. 
Thus, while you pay these honors as my due, 
I owe my value’s larger part to you; 
And in the tribute of the hour I see 
Not what I am, but what I ought to be.” 


Up UL every mouse In toe Ciby he was to enter were a 
eparate opposing devil, he would say his say and do 
is do, in behalf of the Master who had commissioned 
im, And so it has been in every land and in every 
ge from the time of the patriarch Noah to the days 
f Dwight L. Moody. What is wanted for the Chris- 
ian ministry to-day, so far as there is any want, is 
ot more men, but more man. And the ranks of the 
ninistry will be fuller, and the force of the ministry 
vill be greater, without the addition of any of these 
nen who are kept out of it by any seuse of its dangers, 
ts difficulties, its privations, and {8 hardships. 

When our Lord summoned a new minister, in 
dition to the original twelve, he did not say: I 
vill show him how much he will gain by entering 
his ministry ; and what an easy time of it he will 
fave. But our Lord did say, “I will show him how 
‘reat things he must suffer for my name’s sake.” And 
f we may judge from Paul’s own recital of his life- 
ourse, when he looked back upon it from its close, our 
,ord kept his promise to the letter in the supply of suf- 
erings to his chosen servant. So now, the real induce- 
aent to the Christian ministry is the intensity and 
everity of the life and death struggle between Christ 
nd his enemies which makes this ministry a necessity. 
“he best men, the most efficient workers in the ministry 
dav. are men who came into it with a fill nnder- 
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CARING FOR CHRIST'S OWN. 


It would seem to be natural that those who are 
Christ’s followers, and so far are Christ’s representatives, 
should give a chief place in their loving interest and in | 
their loving labors to those who are peculiarly dear to | 
Christ. Yet, as a matter of fact, Christian zeal ia 
Christian effort are more likely to be shown in behalf 
of those who are not, than of those who are, Christ’s. | 
Is this state of things to be approved, or to be cen- 
sured; to be rejoiced over, or to be deplored ? 

Asarule, Christian ministers are estimated accord- | 
ing to their zeal and power in winning souls to Christ | 
from the outside world, rather than according to their | 
earnestness and efficiency in developing and training 
the spiritual life of those who are Christ’s, and who 
have come out from the world. Asa rule, Christian 
ministers think more of their work, in the pulpit and 
out of it, as tending to the increase of the number of 
the saved in Christ, than as tending to the increase of 
the measure of grace and of godliness in the individ- 
ual members of their charge. As a rule, Sunday- 
school teachers are counted successful according to 
the relative number of additions to the church from 
their classes, rather than according to the added spir- 
ituality, and holy zeal, and Christian knowledge, in 
the church, through the upbuilding and enlargement 
of the scholars whom they care for. As a rule, Sun- 
day-school teachers count themselves successful accord- 
ing to their power in winning scholars to a Christian 
decision, rather than their power in winning Chris- 
tians to progress in the attainments of the divine life. 
As a rule, the popular standard of efficiency for both 
church and Sunday-school, for both pastor and teacher, 
is in the increase of membership, rather than in the 
sncrease of Christian graces in the members. Is this 
as it should be? 

If there is one truth above another emphasized by 
Jesus Christ, for the guidance of his followers as his 
followers, it is that they should evidence their love 
for him by loving, and by ministering to, each other. 
The only “new commandment ” which Jesus gave to 


r 


_| his disciples was that they should “Jove one another ;” 


SS 


-|not that they should love all others as they loved 
-| themselves (that was an old commandment), but that 


they should love one another as his disciples; loving 
one another above their self-love and above their love 
for their neighbors as their fellow-men. This new 
commandment was repeated in one form or another 


again and again to the disciples of Jesus; and it is of 


, | binding force on every one of his disciples to-day. 


The test of fidelity to Jesus, as stated by Jesus 
himself, is a loving ministry to the disciples of Jesus 


*! as disciples of Jesus. “ He that receiveth you receiv- 


eth me,” he says to his disciples, “ and he that receiveth 
me receiveth him that sent me. He that receiveth a 
prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a 
prophet’s reward. ... And whosoever shall give to 


drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water 
only, in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, 
he shall in no wise lose his reward.” In the great 
day of award the word of approval is to be; “ Inas- 
much as ye did it unto one of these my brethren, even 
these least, ye did it unto me.” ‘The threefold injunc- 
tion of the risen Jesus to Peter, when the latter’s love 
seemed in question, was: “ Feed my lambs.” “Tend 
[or, Shepherd] my sheep.” “Feed my sheep.” So all 
along in the teachings of Jesus, and in the teachings 
of his apostles after him; love for Christ is to be 
shown in loving ministry to those who are Christ's, 

_. Every New Testament epistle is addressed directly 
to Christians as Christians ; not to outsiders who 
ought to be Christians. And on the New Testament 
pattern of church work, every local church of to-day 
ought to direct its chief energies as a church to the 
upbuilding of its own membership in Christ. On the 
same pattern, every pastor as a pastor ought to direct 
his energies and efforts, both in and out of the pulpit, 
first and principally to the care of the flock over 
which he is set as an under shepherd of Christ. Simi- 
larly every Sunday-school teacher ought to recognize 
as lis greatest responsibility the wise and faithful up- 
building in the love and knowledge of Christ of those 
little ones of Christ who are committed to his minis- 
tering charge. . 

It is true that Jesus Christ laid it upon his disciples 
to herald his gospel to all the world. It is true that 
every disciple of Jesus has a duty of proclaiming the 

It is true that love for 

_ Christ is to be shown in the effort to win others to the 

- loving service of Christ. But all this is consistent 
with the duty of giving the first place in one’s heart 

. and in one’s labors of love to those who already are 
Christ’s. The church as a church is responsible for 
its own membership. The pastor as a pastor is respon- 
sible for those who are of his flock. The Sunday- 
school teacher as a Sunday-school teacher has an 
enlarged responsibility when in charge of those who are 
followers of Christ. And every Christian pastor, and 
teacher, aud unemployed church-member as well, has 
a duty of preaching Christ at all times and every- 
where, without lacking in surpassing love for those 
whom Christ calls his own representatives on earth. 

it would be reason enough for pursuing this method 

_of Christian work, that Jesus Christ himself has com- 
manded it; even though we were unable to see any 

good ground for its preference by him. But the pro- 

-priety and the desirableness of such a method are 
apparent to eyery reflecting mind. Force and effi- 
ciency are always to be measured by system and dis- 
cipline and skill, rather than by numbers alone. A 
‘thousand men trained as thorough soldiers are more 
than a match for ten thousand men in a mob, An 
army is not made by successful recruiting officers 
merely, He who best instructs and drills the enlisted 
men settles the question of the practical worth of an 
army as an army. So it is with the soldiers of Christ ; 
sf one-tenth of them were what they might be, the 
evangelizing power of their organization as such 
would be ten times what it is. 


news of salvation to sinners. 


but more man. Similarly it can be said that the great 
want in the Church to-day is not more Christians, but 
more that is Christian. “ Herein is my Father glori- 
fied,” says Jesus Christ, “that ye bear much fruit ; 
and so shall ye be my disciples.” Not more branches, 
but more on each branch, is the longing of the great 


Husbandman ; not more of the disciples, but more in.| 


the disciples. The plan of church work which Jesus 
directed for his church, tends directly to the result 
which Jesus desires from the work of that church, 
And as a proof of loving loyalty to an absent 
leader, what zeal in behalf of the cause he represents 
can compensate for a willful neglect of the members 
of his own household, whom he has committed to his 
followers’ care? When a great man dies, to whom 
the nation owes a debt of gratitude, it is not enough 
fo see that he has a monument erected to his memory, 
and that the work he loved still goes on; if his 
family is in want, that family must be provided for, 
_It would be a sad mockery to claim that devotion to 


It has been said that | 
the great want in the world to-day is not more men, | 


the work which was dear to that great man’s heart 
justified his admirers in permitting his children to 
starve before their eyes. Loving and loyal deyoted- 
ness to Jesus, is shown in unswerving fidelity to the 
welfare of those whom Jesus asks his followers to care 
for, And the cause which is near to the heart of 
Jesus will best be promoted through faithful attention 
to those who are dear to the heart of Jesus. 

He is an unwise farmer who is always buying new 
land and never half cultivating the land he owns. 
But there is a good deal of this kind of farming in | 
the realm of the Christian Church, There are pastors 
who would be happier in noting an addition of twenty- 
five new members to their church, than in noting the 
enlarged spiritual life and the increased Christian 
devotedness of a hundred of the members already 
in their church. There are still more pastors who 
would feel it to be far better to add a hundred new 
members to their church, than to have the knowledge 
and the zeal of ten of their old members tenfolded. 
Yet the cause of Christ would be more largely pro- 
moted by the uplifting of the standard within the | 
church, than by extending the bounds of the church ; 
and the injunctions of Christ would be better heeded 
by the effort to increase the fruit-bearing capacity 
of branches of the true Vine, than by the effort to 
multiply fruitless “ suckers” on that Vine. 

As with the pastor, so with the Sunday-school | 
teacher. Many a teacher actually loses much of his 
zest in the care of a scholar who openly confesses 
Christ. An often-told story in our Sunday-school con- 
ventions, a few years ago, was of a teacher who came | 
to her superintendent with the announcement and the 
inquiry: “All of my scholars are converted. What 
shall I do now?” Poor misguided soul! That 
teacher seemed to think that if a scholar was already 
4 disciple of Christ, it would be a waste of the water 
of life to give a cup of it in that direction. As if 
the followers of Jesus had no rights that Christians 
were bound to respect! A young girl who had 
recently connected herself with the church was found 
in tears one Sunday noon, at the close of the Sunday- 
school session, A loving Christian worker questioned 
her tenderly as to the cause of her trouble. Her | 


| answer was, in substance: “I’m almost sorry I joined | 


the church; for nobody seems to care for my soul | 
now. Before I was converted my teacher was always | 
ready to talk with me; but now I’m left outside, in | 
the class,”" If*that dear girl’s teacher had heard that 
confession, she might have realized an added force in| 
the warning of Jesus against those who offended, or 
who caused to stumble-—by misteaching or by neglect, 
—those little ones who already believe on him. Nor 
was the lesson of that incident to that teacher only, 

A common Sunday-school aphorism is, “ Conversion 
is the great end of Sunday-school teaching.” And 
this aphorism has gained its currency because of the | 
popular error of belief in the church, that when a. 
person is converted his case is of less importance 
than before—in the field of the church. ‘The apho- 
rism ought to read, “ Conversion is the very beginning 
—not the end, but the beginning—of Sunday-school 
work.” For Christ’s sake, for the church’s sake, and 
for the scholar’s sake, a scholar who has become 
\Christ’s ought to have added attention, with a larger 
“Measure of interest and of sympathy and of wise and 
‘faithful instruction, from his Sunday-school teacher, 
and from his pastor. AW persons merit the care of 
‘Christians ; pre-eminently those who are Christ’s. 

“So then, as we have opportunity, let us work that 
which is good toward all men, and especially toward - 
hem that are of the household of the faith,” 
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